
EQUITECH COMES TO LIFE THROUGH THE FOUNDERS, 
COMPANIES, INVESTORS AND WORKERS WHO LEAN IN . . .

UpSurge Bal t imore is  bui ld ing an engine to propel  Bal t imore into the top t ier  of  US innovat ion c i t ies.  Thei r  work 
centers on founders,  tech-enabled and nat ional-scale businesses,  he lp ing to launch, support ,  grow and celebrate 
h igh- impact startups.   UpSurge is  a lso developing strategies to at t ract  new companies,  ta lent  and capi ta l  to 
Bal t imore. 

We don’t envision Balt imore as just the next great tech city,  but as the country’s f irst Equitech City.

.  .  . to the bel ie f  that  there is  a t ida l  wave of  ta lent  just  wai t ing to be unleashed in Bal t imore’s knowledge economy 
that is  good for  people,  business and the c i ty  overa l l .  We know inc lus ive and diverse companies outperform thei r 
peers and that  wi th in th is f ramework,  Equi tech companies wi l l  be the next wave of  unicorns – born,  bred and 
welcomed r ight  here in Bal t imore Ci ty.
 
We bel ieve that  Equi tech wi l l  be a force mult ip l ier  on the t radi t ional  tech economy - where d ivers i ty  is  a 
compet i t ive advantage.

AM I EQUITECH?

Equitech is  bui l t  around four p i l lars:  purpose, people,  prof i t  and progress.  I t ’s  about purpose :  to bui ld an 
authent ica l ly  inc lus ive knowledge economy. I t ’s  about the people  f rom diverse cul tures and communit ies 
who dr ive d isrupt ive change. I t ’s  about the  profit-dr iven investors who bel ieve that  d ivers i ty  is  a compet i t ive 
advantage. I t ’s  about the companies that  scale because they dr ive progress  in  society,  not in spi te of  i t . 

I t  is  the cul tura l  f ramework for  UpSurge, a lens to at t ract ,  a l ign and support  startups – not a f i l ter  to exclude 
them. Equi tech companies may fa l l  in  mult ip le categor ies and capture hearts,  minds and wal lets for  a var iety of 
reasons. They pursue novel  technologies or  business models that  are leve l ing the p lay ing f ie ld.  These companies 
and entrepreneurs are making innovat ion more accessib le by lower ing costs,  opening doors to greater  numbers 
or responding to widespread needs, and inc lude a l l  of  the fo l lowing: 

UNDERSTANDING EQUITECH



No. We are unapologet ica l ly  looking for  prof i t -dr iven innovat ion.  Research shows that inc lus ive and diverse 
companies outperform others.  We bel ieve that  Equi tech companies wi l l  be the next wave of  unicorns – and we 
want them to make Bal t imore the i r  home base. 

IS EQUITECH ANOTHER WORD FOR SOCIAL IMPACT?

No. This sector-agnost ic approach recognizes companies and 
entrepreneurs who are breaking down barr iers in f inance, educat ion, 
cyber,  l i fe  sc iences,  c l imate,  reta i l  and many other industry sectors. 

IS EQUITECH LIMITED TO CERTAIN SECTORS?

More knowledge economy companies lead to more 
h igh-qual i ty  jobs and more pathways to prosper i ty. 
In addi t ion,  Morgan Stanley has called  the funding 
gap fac ing women and entrepreneurs of  color  a 
“ t r i l l ion-dol lar  b l ind spot.”  Equi tech wi l l  he lp unearth 
and invest  in br i l l iance that  has been over looked or 
underest imated for  far  too long.   

WHY EQUITECH?

No. Equi tech is  dr iven by a wide range of  people 
across our ecosystem whose mindset,  business 
p lans,  object ives and approaches ref lect  the four 
p i l lars.  

DO I HAVE TO BE A FEMALE FOUNDER 
OR A FOUNDER OF COLOR TO 
QUALIFY?

IF A COMPANY DOES NOT HAVE AN EXPLICIT 
EQUITECH FOCUS, CAN THEY TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
UPSURGE’S SUPPORT AND ACTIVITIES?

Yes. Equi tech is  a lens,  not a f i l ter,  for  part ic ipat ion in UpSurge 
act iv i t ies. 

UpSurgeBalt imore.com

LET'S CONNECT!

Reach out to the UpSurge staff  wi th your b ig wins,  ideas,  opportuni t ies and introduct ions.V is i t 
upsurgebalt imore.com/connect to stay in touch or to jo in an UpSurge team. We look forward to bui ld ing 
Bal t imore with you.

https://www.morganstanley.com/ideas/trillion-dollar-blind-spot-infographic/
http://upsurgebaltimore.com/connect 

