
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ARE  CENTRAL TO THE 

BALTIMORE KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY.

UpSurge Bal t imore is  bui ld ing an engine to propel  Bal t imore into the top t ier  of  US innovat ion c i t ies.  Thei r  work 
centers on founders,  tech-enabled and nat ional-scale businesses,  he lp ing to launch, support ,  grow and celebrate 
h igh- impact startups.   UpSurge is  a lso developing strategies to at t ract  new companies,  ta lent  and capi ta l  to 
Bal t imore. 

We don’t envision Balt imore as just the next great tech city,  but as the country’s f irst Equitech City.

We bel ieve that  Equi tech is  a force mult ip l ier  on a tech economy - where d ivers i ty  is  a compet i t ive advantage. I t 's 
the cul tura l  f ramework for  UpSurge, a lens to at t ract ,  a l ign and support  startups – not a f i l ter  to exclude them. 
Over t ime, not only wi l l  entrepreneurs and investors around the wor ld look to Bal t imore as a launching pad for 
t ransformat ional  companies,  but more Bal t imoreans wi l l  see the knowledge economy as a pathway for  the i r  own 
upwardly mobi le futures.

Col leges and Univers i t ies are hubs of  human capi ta l ,  knowledge, and expert ise.  They prov ide a weal th of 
resources that  startups can tap into wi th a b i t  of  creat ive effort .  In turn,  work ing with startups can prov ide 
students and professors wi th rea l  wor ld exper ience and avenues for  commercia l izat ion.  When an innovat ive and 
entrepreneur ia l  cu l ture is  fostered with in univers i t ies,  i t  fac i l i tates new industr ies,  companies and products that 
improve our heal th,  change the way we do business,  so lve complex problems and enr ich our l ives. 

UpSurge is  for tunate to have an env iable base of  Bal t imore col leges and univers i t ies wi th whom to col laborate. 
We’d l ike to connect to the fo l lowing people and areas with in our local  h igher ed inst i tut ions:

• Science and Technology Research Labs or wi th 
the indiv iduals responsib le for  tech t ransfer  or 
commercia l izat ion

• Business and Entrepreneurship professors

• Student entrepreneurs/ innovat ion c lubs

• Business professors and students who want to do 
pro ject  work wi th local  startups

• Career Centers

• Academic innovat ion centers,  incubators and 
accelerators

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES



• Bui ld p ipel ines of  student entrepreneurs and knowledge 
workers to bolster  the ecosystem.

• Connect UpSurge with facul ty- led companies,  those developed 
through univers i ty  IP,  and those emerging through the tech-
transfer  process.

• Encourage facul ty and other experts to serve as advisors to 
startups,  founders and UpSurge.

• Connect UpSurge with campus incubators and 
entrepreneurship centers to ensure we attend each other’s 
events and h ighl ight  each other’s act iv i t ies.

• Connect local  entrepreneurs and the i r  teams with academic 
subject  matter  experts both with in and outs ide the 
entrepreneurs’  areas of  expert ise.  Think beyond science and 
technology to areas such as account ing,  law, engineer ing,  and 
business,  to name a few.

• Offer  a venue where ideas can turn into proven concepts by us ing technica l  capabi l i t ies such as specia l ized 
equipment and the technica l  expert ise not avai lab le in the industry,  or  only avai lab le at  a prohib i t ive cost. 

•  Engage students in capstone courses that  work as proof-of-concept labs.  This is  an opportuni ty for  both 
startups and facul ty members to capture the knowledge, creat iv i ty,  and ideas f rom students and turn them 
into the creat ion of  work ing prototypes of  a product or  serv ice at  the complet ion of  the academic course. 

•  Col laborate on hack-a-thons or startup weekends, br inging professors,  students and startups together on 
teams to develop innovat ive approaches to new technologies or  so lut ions to problems.

HOW CAN COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES GET INVOLVED WITH UPSURGE:

UpSurgeBalt imore.com

LET'S CONNECT!

Reach out to the UpSurge staff  wi th your b ig 
wins,  ideas,  opportuni t ies and introduct ions.V is i t 
upsurgebalt imore.com/connect to stay in touch or 
to jo in an UpSurge team. We look forward to bui ld ing 
Bal t imore with you.

http://upsurgebaltimore.com/connect 

