
WE ALL WIN AS THE KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY GROWS.

UpSurge Bal t imore is  bui ld ing an engine to propel  Bal t imore into the top t ier  of  US innovat ion c i t ies.  Thei r  work 
centers on founders,  tech-enabled and nat ional-scale businesses,  he lp ing to launch, support ,  grow and celebrate 
h igh- impact startups.   UpSurge is  a lso developing strategies to at t ract  new companies,  ta lent  and capi ta l  to 
Bal t imore. 

We don’t envision Balt imore as just the next great tech city,  but as the world’s f irst Equitech City.  

We bel ieve that  Equi tech is  a force mult ip l ier  on a tech economy - where d ivers i ty  is  a compet i t ive advantage. I t 's 
the cul tura l  f ramework for  UpSurge, a lens to at t ract ,  a l ign and support  startups – not a f i l ter  to exclude them. 
Over t ime, not only wi l l  entrepreneurs and investors around the wor ld look to Bal t imore as a launching pad for 
t ransformat ional  companies,  but more Bal t imoreans wi l l  see the knowledge economy as a pathway for  the i r  own 
upwardly mobi le futures.

Most g lobal  startup hubs have the presence of  nat ional  and g lobal  corporat ions.   Somet imes big corporat ions 
create an ecosystem conducive to startups;  other t imes startups have att racted corporat ions to c i t ies.  E i ther way, 
i t ’s  a win-win because the presence and interact ions between corporat ions and startups create fer t i le  ground for 
t ransformat ional  ideas and partnerships to be developed, leading to more urban progress and more innovat ive 
startups. 

•  More pathways to qual i ty  jobs and fami ly-
susta in ing wages for  more Bal t imoreans.

• Corporate development:  More agi le,  innovat ive 
companies wi th whom to col laborate.

• A lens on the future:  startups can offer  large 
businesses an ear ly  read on shi f t ing t rends or 
customer preferences.

• More tota l  companies and innovat ion economy 
workers in Bal t imore.

• More potent ia l  local  customers.

• Larger local  ta lent  pool .

•  Bigger Bal t imore tax base to support  c iv ic 
pr ior i t ies.

HOW CAN A LARGE COMPANY BENEFIT FROM AN ACCELERATING STARTUP 
ECOSYSTEM?

A thriving innovation economy wil l  make Balt imore a better place to l ive,  work, and grow.

LARGE CORPORATIONS



• Encourage your staff  to part ic ipate in re levant 
UpSurge Teams.

• Prov ide expert  employees to serve as mentors and 
Board Members of  local  startups.

• Lend funct ional  leaders (HR, f inance, account ing, 
operat ions,  innovat ion teams) for  off ice hours or 
roundtables.

• Shi f t  your business to local  companies through a 
Bal t imore-F i rst  p ledge (e.g. ,  Consider Bal t imore 
tech companies for  serv ice or product needs. 
UpSurge can be a c lear inghouse for  f ind ing those 
startups. )

•  Invest  in local  startups.

• Host events where local  startup founders and execut ive teams can meet wi th the execut ives of  your company 
to develop re lat ionships and explore opportuni t ies to partner ( l ike UpSurge happy hours wi th rotat ing 
locat ions and hosts) .

•  Introduce UpSurge to vendors and customer companies that  might re locate to or  bui ld a s igni f icant presence 
in Bal t imore. 

•  Get involved with Techstars:  serve as Techstars mentors;  host roundtables and events for  Techstars 
companies and attend “demo day.”

• Consider p i lots wi th local  companies.  You’ l l  get  a f i rst  look at  promis ing new technologies,  products and 
serv ices,  and the company wi l l  have an opportuni ty to ref ine i ts  offer ing with a local  partner.

•  I f  you have an innovat ion,  investment or  corporate development arm, meet wi th Bal t imore companies for 
possib le investment.

• Invest in UpSurge.

HOW CAN A LARGE CORPORATION GET INVOLVED?

LET'S CONNECT!

Reach out to the UpSurge staff  wi th your b ig 
wins,  ideas,  opportuni t ies and introduct ions.V is i t 
upsurgebalt imore.com/connect to stay in touch or 
to jo in an UpSurge team. We look forward to bui ld ing 
Bal t imore with you.

UpSurgeBalt imore.com

http://upsurgebaltimore.com/connect 

