
STARTUPS AND THEIR FOUNDERS ARE AT THE 

HEART OF EVERY UPSURGE ACTIVITY.

UpSurge Bal t imore is  bui ld ing an engine to propel  Bal t imore 
into the top t ier  of  US innovat ion c i t ies.  Thei r  work centers 
on founders,  tech-enabled and nat ional-scale businesses, 
he lp ing to launch, support ,  grow and celebrate h igh- impact 
startups.   UpSurge is  a lso developing strategies to at t ract  new 
companies,  ta lent  and capi ta l  to Bal t imore. 

We don’t envision Balt imore as just the next great tech 
city,  but as the world’s f irst Equitech City.  

We bel ieve that  Equi tech is  a force mult ip l ier  on a tech 
economy - where d ivers i ty  is  a compet i t ive advantage. I t 's  the 
cul tura l  f ramework for  UpSurge, a lens to at t ract ,  a l ign and 
support  startups – not a f i l ter  to exclude them. Over t ime, not 
only wi l l  entrepreneurs and investors around the wor ld look to 
Bal t imore as a launching pad for  t ransformat ional  companies, 
but more Bal t imoreans wi l l  see the knowledge economy as a 
pathway for  the i r  own upwardly mobi le futures.

Startups are the backbone of  the wor ld’s 
thr iv ing c i t ies.  As they scale,  they del iver  the 
k ind of  qual i ty  jobs that  prov ide a pathway 
to prosper i ty,  weal th creat ion,  stable fami l ies 
and neighborhoods. Bal t imore’s startups are 
uniquely sensi t ive to the dynamics of  growing 
and innovat ing in an of ten-underest imated, 
cul tura l ly  and rac ia l ly  d iverse,  post- industr ia l 
c i ty.

Together,  we can bui ld a new k ind of  startup 
c i ty  that  is  a great p lace for  you and your 
company to grow, and for  your employees to 
f lour ish personal ly  and profess ional ly.

FOUNDERS / STARTUPS



UpSurgeBalt imore.com

•	 Join an UpSurge Team to help shape our strategic pr ior i t ies.

•	 Share wins,  opportuni t ies and educat ional  in format ion,  and seek support  in local  peer networks,  l ike the 
Bal t imore Tech Slack Channel ,  Bal t imore Tracks,  and UpSurge networks.

•	 Part ic ipate in our Inc lus ive Entrepreneurship Ser ies to l is ten,  learn,  engage, quest ion,  develop pr ior i t ies,  and 
bui ld re lat ionships that  lead to more equi table pract ices.

•	 Offer  internships to h igh school  and col lege students where feas ib le.

•	 Offer  your superpowers to others to support  the i r  growth.

HOW CAN STARTUPS AND THEIR FOUNDERS CONTRIBUTE TO THE GROWTH OF THE 
ECOSYSTEM AND HELP ESTABLISH BALTIMORE AS THE FIRST EQUITECH CITY?

LET'S CONNECT!

Reach out to the UpSurge staff  wi th your b ig 
wins,  ideas,  opportuni t ies and introduct ions.V is i t 
upsurgebalt imore.com/connect to stay in touch or 
to jo in an UpSurge team. We look forward to bui ld ing 
Bal t imore with you.

•	 Make introduct ions to large companies,  organizat ions and inst i tut ions as potent ia l  partners and customers.

•	 Prov ide founder and/or team coaching on a range of  topics,  inc luding leadership,  cu l ture-bui ld ing, 
fundra is ing,  market ing and branding, inc lus ive pract ices,  learn ing to p i tch investors:  how, when, who, etc.

•	 Make connect ions with ta lent  and ta lent  resources.

•	 Faci l i tate peer networks and gather ings,  l ike Founder Coffee Club and sa lons.

•	 Prov ide access to both industry and operat ional  mentors.

•	 Prov ide just- in-t ime input to support  you with opportuni t ies and chal lenges.

•	 Host Spark Gather ings:  Quarter ly  sess ions for  aspi r ing entrepreneurs.

•	 Offer  Amp Curr icu lum: Curated curr icu lum for  founders and execut ives.

•	 Make profess ional  int roduct ions to lawyers,  accountants,  human resources and operat ional  experts.

•	 Prov ide access to a p ipel ine of  entry- leve l  ta lent  f rom local  un ivers i t ies.

•	 Potent ia l  d i rect  investment i f  se lected for  Techstars Accelerator or  through future ant ic ipated investment 
pools.

HOW WILL UPSURGE WORK ON BEHALF OF FOUNDERS AND STARTUPS? 

(These col laborations wil l  be rol led out over the next 12 months)

http://upsurgebaltimore.com/connect 

